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The strife
between the
civil and
military
authorities

The coming
of the
Scljuks

trcmities. The military machine was still effective, and was
able to maintain to its full extent the Empire over which
Basil II had ruled. A dangerous rising in Bulgaria was
suppressed by Michael IV. In Syria, though Romanus III
suffered a severe defeat near Aleppo in 1030, this was offset
by the signal success of George Maniaces, the most brilliant
general of the period, who captured Edessa in 1031. He
too, in command in South Italy in 1038, inaugurated a suc-
cessful invasion of Sicily, capturing the chief harbours on its
eastern const. But his success frightened the government
and led to his recall, after which the Moslems recovered the
whole of the island. Sent back to Italy by Michael V, he
was again recalled by Constantino IX, and the intrigues
against him drove him to a revolt in 1043 in which he met
his death. There were other revolts of military leaders,
especially that of Leo Tornicius in 1047, which for a time
threatened grave danger, but was eventually easily sup-
pressed owing to the ineptitude of its leader. The hostility
between the civil government and the army was now begin-
ning to become more pronounced.

Since the death of Basil II the Empire had lacked a strong
man at its head, capable of directing its government and
leading it in war; the discordant elements within it were
soon to prove fatal to its unity. The end of the Macedonian
house left the crown a prize for successful ambition, and gave
the opportunity to the aristocratic and military caste, with-
out, however, producing anyone worthy of the occasion.
The struggle for power diverted attention from the pressing
need to concentrate upon defence, especially on the eastern
frontiers where the Scljuk Turks were just commencing their
great career of conquest. In 1055 their leader, Tughril Beg,
entered Bagdad as the ally and protector of the Caliph, who
gratefully named him Sultan; a new power had now arisen
in the east which was to take the place of the Arabs as the
great enemy of the Empire and of Christendom.
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